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Organization of Street Vendors at Pak Khlong Talat Market,

Phra Nakhon District, Bangkok
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Abstract

Title : Organization of Street Vendors at Pak Khlong Talat Market, Phra Nakhon
I District, Bangkok

By - : Mr.Pavarit Chaweeint

Degree : Master of Public Administration

Major : Public Administration Program) ik

Advisor

The purposes of this study were: 1) to examine the operation background of the
organization of street vendors at Pak Khlong Talat Market, Phra Nakhon District, Bangkok; 2) to
examine issues and obstacles in organizing street vendors at Pak Khlong Talat Market, Phra
Nakhon District, Bangkok; 3) to find a solution for effective and efficient organization of street
vendors at Pak Khlong Talat Market, Phra Nakhon District, Bangkok, which maybe used as a role
model for other districts to follow. The study was a qualitative research that included 14 informants
who were District Office Director, City Law Enforcement Department Chief, vendors, and Civilians.
The data were collected through personal interviews with a questionnaire and through research on
relevant studies.

The qualitative research showed that:

1) Before 2016, there were no or little efforts to enforce organization of street vendors at
Pak Khlong Talat Market, Phra Nakhon District, Bangkok. The results were caused by a lack of inputs
and intense investigation which can lead to a false of smooth operation. Street vendors could freely open
their businesses on the street sidewalks, causing inconvenience to the pedestrians. The increasing
number of street vendors who loaded their goods on the road surface resulted in heavy traffic
congestion on Pak Khlong Talat Road, when extended to the Memorial Bridge and the Phra Pok
Klao Bridge. After the takeover of National Council for Peace and Order (NCPO), in 2016, a law
was solemnly enforced to organize the street vendors at Pak Khlong Talat Market, Phra Nakhon
District, Bangkok. Phra Nakhon District Office hosted a conference to discuss with vendors and

associated sectors upon the organization. After that, a joint force of City Law Enforcement officers,
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police officers, and soldiers were deployed to secure the area, pushing off street vendors from the
area and reclaiming the street sidewalks. The people were satisfied with the results.

2) Regarding issues and obstacles in organizing street vendors at Pak Khlong Talat Market,
Phra Nakhon District, Bangkok, the vendors did not cooperate with the organization, attempting to
continue. to their businesses illegally on the sidewalks. Initially, the vendors gathered to protest the
officers. The protest did not last very long, as the vendors surrendered and continued their
businesses elsewhere. The situation was improved, and the officers slowly retreated from the area.

3) Regarding a solution for effective and efficient organization of street vendors at Pak
Khlong Talat Market, Phra Nakhon District, Bangkok, the study suggested that there should be a
public hearing to survey the residents in the area to see what they would like their community to be
like. In case the public wanted the vendors to stay, with more organization, the issue might be
solved by zoning the territory to clearly designate and limit the area open for businesses that did not
infringe the public rights to use the sidewalks. This would allow for convenient traverse on the
sidewalks. The businesses must be completely removed from the sidewalks when closed. The
officers must be strict with enforcement and not conduct in any corrupt activities.

Keywords : Organization, Street, Vendors, Sidewalks , Pak Khlong Talat Market
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