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(A)

Abstract
Title : The Political Role of Thawatwong Na-Chiangmai as Lanna Royalty
during 1988 - 2022
By . Pongsak Kaewsaenmuang
Degree ¢ Master’s of Political Science (Government)
Major : Political Science (Government)

Advisor

(Asst. Prof. Dr. Jidapa Thirasirikul)

This research aimed to investigate the political influence and engagements of
Mr. Thawatwong Na-Chiangmai, who served the Northern Kingdom of Chiang Mai from 1988 to
2022, He contributed to the development of a comprehensive understanding of political machinery,
success factors, and guidelines for political decision-making. Based on a mixed-method research
approach, this study utilized a variety of data collection techniques, including documentary
research, in-depth interviews, and questionnaires. In this study, the 400 research participants were
segregated into two distinct groups: the qualitative research population, consisting of politicians
and non-politicians; and the quantitative research population, comprising residents living in the 3rd
Constituency of Chiang Mai Province. To analyze the data, content analysis and descriptive
statistics techniques were employed, specifically the calculation of mean and standard deviation.

The study revealed that Mr.Thawatwong Na-Chiangmai’s political efficacy extended
beyond the legal framework, and encompassed social engagement and accessibility to local
residents. These factors were identified as significant political machinery that underscored Mr. Na
Chiangmai’s political influence and role. Furthermore, the utilization of Northern lordship as a
political machinery was minimal in bridging the gap between citizens and politicians. Regarding
the success factors attributed to Mr. Thawatwong Na-Chiangmai, the importance of his familiarity
with, and devotion to his birthplace, as well as his role as the heir to the Na-Chiangmai family,
collectively engendered a sense of trust and confidence among his constituents. On the other hand,
Mr.Thawatwong Na-Chiangmai’s status as a Northern lord did not influence his political decision-

making. Nonetheless, suggestions on the political machinery that politicians may utilize to enhance



()

their effectiveness in political work, and identify succ ess factors and guidelines for making crucial
political decisions are as follow; 1) Mr. Thawatwong Na-Chiangmai followed the principles of the
political loyalty or "Only one leader policy," and held in esteem the respect and honor of significant
individuals in his political circle; 2) Mr. Thawatwong Na-Chiangmai considered visiting and
engaging with the villagers an effective tactic for fostering social connections and accessing their
perspectives, which were crucial in his political work; 3) This elitism was a supporting factor for
the success of Mr. Thawatwong Na-Chiangmai; 4) The approach of not using superiority or elitism

was a political strategy that helped narrow the gap between citizens and politicians.

Keyword: political role, Lanna Royalty, Thawatwong Na-Chiengmai
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