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Direct Oral Anticoagulant for the Treatment of

Cancer-Associated Venous Thromboembolism
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Abstract

Venous thromboembolism, including deep
vein thrombosis and pulmonary embolism, is a
common complication in cancer patients (can-
cer-associated venous thromboembolism; CAT).
CAT is one of the causes of death accounted for
9% of cancer patients. Anticoagulants are re—
commended as a standard treatment for CAT.
At present, the direct oral anticoagulants (DOACs)
such as apixaban, edoxaban, and rivaroxaban
play a great role in CAT treatment. The advan-
tages of DOACs are the convenience of taking
medication, no need for blood clot monitoring
and similar efficacy and safety compared with
low molecular weight heparin (LMWH). How-
ever, DOACs may have potential for drug-drug
interactions with various anticancer drugs. More-

over, DOACs should be avoided in patients with
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